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Follow the children’s adventures as they begin a new school year. Find out what happens

between Mark and Debbie, discover who Rob likes and learn the truth about Colin ...

This is Mark                          and this is his sister, Julie . They live

in London. They have a new neighbour, Rob, who comes from Leeds.

Rob and his family live in London now. They live in the same street as Mark and Julie. The

three children all go to the same school. This is Debbie . Mark helps

Debbie when she has some trouble with a few bad boys. Mark likes Debbie a lot, but Debbie

has a boyfriend. His name is Colin, but he is not really a good person.

Introduction

6
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Learn to ...

● talk about your family.
● introduce yourself and say where you are from.
● ask / talk about your / other people’s routines.
● ask for / give information about a birthday party.

Hi!

Read about ...

■ Mark, Julie and their new neighbour, Rob.
■ Julie’s penfriend, Daphne, from Australia.

Cross-cultural corner: Worldwide Penfriends

Hello!ello!

ro
nes

thday party

de P
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Today is Saturday, 31st August. It is a warm, sunny day
and Mark and Julie are both at home. Julie is 
sitting at the desk in her bedroom. She is writing
a letter to her penfriend, Daphne, in Australia.
She is also sending her a birthday card. Mark is
not writing a letter. He is sitting in the garden and he
is reading a magazine about sports. Both children
are a little unhappy as the school holidays are 
ending and the new school year is beginning in a
few days.
Mark and Julie’s parents are not at home this 
morning. They are at the supermarket and they are
buying a lot of food and drink because they are
having a barbecue tonight. Their friends are coming
at about half past seven.
Julie is not writing now, she is looking out of the
window. She is watching some people outside
another house at the end of the street. There are a lot
of big boxes on the pavement and some furniture too.

Comprehension Check
Tick (✓) only the true sentences.

1 It is Julie’s birthday.

2 Mark isn’t inside the house. 

3 The children are going back to school soon. 

4 Julie is watching a family outside. 

Lesson 1 All good things come to an end.1
Listen and Read

1

Now Julie is shouting out of the window to Mark.

JULIE: Mark!

MARK: What is it?

JULIE: A new family is moving into number
eighteen. They’re standing outside the
house at the moment.

MARK: How many of them are there?

JULIE: There are two adults and one boy. He’s
about fourteen years old!

MARK: He’s the same age as me then! Great!

ELE
 oo



wash
She _____________ her hair.

1 have
We _____________ a barbecue at
nine o’clock.

2 eat
The dog _____________ in the 
garden.

3 not sit
The children _____________ in the
garden.

4 write
_____ you __________ a letter to
Daphne?

5 go
_____ Steven __________ to the
cinema tomorrow?

Is she watching TV? 

(✓) __________________________

1 Are their friends coming tonight? 

(✗) __________________________

2 Is Jack reading a magazine?

(✗) __________________________

3 Is the new school year beginning

in a few days?

(✓) __________________________

On _____________ , Tim _________________________
with some friends.

1 On _____________ , he _____________________________ .
2 On _____________ , he ______________________________ to

his penfriend in France.

3 On _____________ , he _____________________________ .

4 On _____________ , he ______________________________
with his friend Jason.

5 On _____________ , he ______________________________
with his parents.

6 On _____________ , he _____________________________ .

is washing

Monday is playing basketball

Yes, she is.

have / lunch

1

meet / my friends

2

go / cinema

3

go / restaurant

4

I’m playing 
football.play / football

Grammar Practice
1 Fill in the present progressive.

Speaking - Pairwork
Ask and answer questions, as in the example.

2 Write short answers, as in the
example.

Grammar

She is looking out of the window.
Julie is not sitting at her desk.
‘Is Mark writing a letter?’
‘Yes, he is.’ / ‘No, he isn’t.’

■ What time are they coming?
■ They are having a barbecue tonight.

What are you
doing at eleven

o’clock?

[See back of book.]

present progressive

9

MON.
play basketball
TUE.
take dog to vet
WED.
write letter
THU.
tidy room

FRI.
go cinema
SAT.
have dinner at Mario’s
SUN.
visit cousin

3 Look at Tim’s diary and complete the sentence, as in the exam-
ple.
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1 Luke and Sarah are Sam’s brothers / cousins.

2 Joe is Rachel’s uncle / aunt.

3 Tom and Hazel are Sam’s parents / grandparents.

4 Luke is Tracey’s niece / nephew and Sarah is her
niece / nephew.

5 Sarah has got an aunt / uncle. His name is Simon.

1 ‘Where’s Louise?’
‘She’s ______ her bedroom.’
‘Is she sleeping?’
‘No, she’s sitting ______ her desk.’

2 ‘Is Louise writing a letter ______ her penfriend?’
‘No, she isn’t.’
‘She’s looking out of the window because somebody is moving ______ the house next door.’

3 ‘What time is Louise meeting her friends later?’
‘______ seven o’clock.’
‘When is she going back to school?’
‘She is going back ______ a few days.’

1 We are sitting on the grass and we are eating sandwiches. _____________ 

2 My friends and I are in the garden. We are cooking meat and hamburgers. _____________ 

3 I am in the kitchen. I am still wearing my pyjamas and I am eating an egg. _____________ 

4 Peter is in a restaurant with some friends. _____________ 

Vocabulary Expansion
1 Look at Sam’s family tree, then read the sentences and choose the correct answer.

Language Awareness
Fill in at, in, into or to to complete the dialogues about Louise.

2 What do the following sentences describe? Choose from: barbecue, breakfast, dinner or picnic.

Simon

Mark Sam Rachel Luke Sarah

Tracey Joe Kate

gr
andfather gr

andmother

Tom Hazel
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3 What does Rob think of his new house?
a He doesn’t like it.
b He thinks it’s okay.

4 Why is Rob worried?
a He is going to a new school.
b He misses his friends.

1 Mark ___ plays football on Saturdays.
a always b usually

2 When Mark first sees Rob, he ___ .
a speaks to him b walks past

There is a park near Mark’s house and he is on his way there now to play football with some of his friends from
school. They often meet on Saturday afternoons, even during the school holidays. While he is passing number
eighteen, the house where his new neighbours are now living, he sees a teenage boy in the front garden. He is all
alone and he does not look very happy. Mark walks past the house and then stops. He decides to go and say hello
to his new neighbour.

MARK: Hello!

ROB: Er, hi! Are you talking to me?

MARK: Yes, my name’s Mark. I live at
number fifteen.

ROB: So we’re neighbours! I’m Rob.

MARK: Where are you from, Rob?

ROB: I’m from Leeds, a big city in the
north.

MARK: I know where Leeds is! You
don’t look very happy to be
here, Rob. Don’t you like your
new house?

ROB: Well, the house is all right, but I
... well, I miss my friends and
I’m a bit worried about my new
school, St. Matthew’s. Do you
know it?

MARK: Of course I know it. It’s the
school I go to.

ROB: Really?

MARK: Yes, and I’ve got a great idea.
We can walk to school together
on your first day.

ROB: Thanks! I feel better already.

Comprehension Check
Choose the correct answer.

Lesson 2 Mark meets Rob.

11
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✓

✓

✓

✓

Saturdays

Sundays

Tuesdays

Thursdays

play football study French
go to the

beach
watch

TV

__________________________________________

1 __________________________________________

2 __________________________________________

3 __________________________________________

What time do
you get up?

I get up at half
past seven.

Mark often ____________ to the park on

Saturdays.  (go)

They are brothers but they ____________

to school together.  (not walk)

1 Rob ____________ his friends.  (miss)

2 _______ your mother __________ in a

school?  (work)

3 What _______ you usually __________ for

breakfast?    (have)

4 Sheila ____________ in a flat.  (not live)

She ____________ in a house.  (live)

5 When _______ Pamela __________ home

from school?  (get)

goes

On Saturdays, he plays football.

don’t walk

1 Do you like school?   ________________ 

2 Does your father speak German?
_________________ 

3 Do you live in a big house?
_________________ 

4 Does your mum work? _______________ 

5 Do you and your friends play football?

_________________ 

Speaking - Pairwork
a Ask your partner questions to find out about his / her

daily routine, as in the example.

b Now tell the class about your partner.

◆ What time / get up?

◆ What / have for breakfast?

◆ How / go to school?

◆ What time / come home from school?

◆ What / do in the evenings?

◆ What time / go to bed?

Grammar Practice
1 Fill in the simple present, as in the examples.

3 Write sentences about what Gary does, as in the 
example.

2 Answer the questions about yourself.
Use short answers.

John gets up at
half past seven. 

Grammar

She lives in London.
He watches TV every evening.
Mary studies hard.

Do you like your garden?
Does he miss his friends?

■ ‘Do you speak French?’
‘No, I don’t.’

■ ‘Does he meet her on Saturdays?’
‘Yes, he does.’

[See back of book.]

simple present

SAMPLE
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Student A: Hi, I’m Clare.

Student B: Hello. My name’s Pierre.

Student A: Where do you come from?

Student B: I come from France.

▲: Hello. My name’s Emma.

You: Hi, _____________________

▲: Where are you from?

You: I’m _____________________

Functional Language: introducing yourself
Read the following dialogue with your partner, then fill in the information about yourself.

Language Awareness
1 Fill in see, look or watch in the appropriate form.

2 Fill in at, in or on.

Daily Routine
1 David is having some problems with his English homework. Look at his notes and the example, then help him

write sentences about his daily routine.

2 Now write four sentences about your own daily routine.

1 ‘Kate and John don’t _____________ very happy at the moment.’
‘That’s because they _____________ a sad film on television.’

2 ‘What are you _____________ at, Gary?’
‘I can _____________ someone in Mrs Brown’s house.’

___________________________________________________________

1 ___________________________________________________________

2 ___________________________________________________________

3 ___________________________________________________________

1 _______________________________________________________________________________

2 _______________________________________________________________________________

3 _______________________________________________________________________________

4 _______________________________________________________________________________

Saturday 
Saturday afternoon
the way

_____ {

I never get up at seven o’clock, I usually get up at eight o’clock.

the afternoon
the morning
the north

_____ {
home
half past seven
number seventeen

_____ {

get up ✗ (never)

1 2 3

✓ (usually)get up

1 have toast - breakfast   ✓ (always)

2 make my bed   ✓ (sometimes)

3 walk to school ✗ (never)

go by bus ✓ (often)

SAMPLE
  glish homework. Lsh homework

___________________________

_____________

r get up at seven oget up at seven
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Lesson a

14

1
Listen and Read

1

Julie’s penfriend, Daphne, lives in Sydney, Australia. Julie writes to her about once a month and Daphne always

writes back. They live on different sides of the world, but they are still good friends.

31st August

Dear Daphne,
How are you? I’m writing to wish you a Happy

Birthday. Do you like the birthday card?

It’s the last day of August today and it means

that for children all over Britain, the summer holidays

are ending and the new school year is beginning. Of

course, I like school, but I enjoy the summer holidays

too, especially when the weather is nice. As you know,

it often rains in England in the summer, but at the

moment it is hot and sunny.

We are having a barbecue tonight. A lot of people

are coming – they are arriving at about seven thirty.

I’m probably wearing my jeans and my new top. It’s

light green with a big, bright yellow sunflower on it. I’ve

got some new sandals too. Later today, Mark and I

are tidying the house so it looks nice for tonight. We

sometimes help Mum and Dad with the housework,

especially on Saturdays.

Anyway, are you having a birthday party? I’m

sure you’re inviting all your friends to your house.

Please write soon.
From, 

Julie

1 What is Julie sending with the letter?   ________________________________________

2 What is the weather often like in England in the summer?   ________________________________________

3 What’s Julie wearing tonight?   ________________________________________

4 What do Julie and Mark sometimes do on Saturdays?   ________________________________________

Comprehension Check
Answer the questions.

Lesson 3 What are you doing on your birthday?1
Listen and Read

1

Read Julie’s letter to Daphne.
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Dear Julie, 

Thanks for the letter and the birthday card. I [1] _____________________________ (write) to

tell you about my birthday. Next week, I [2] _____________________________ (have) a party. I

[3] _____________________________ (invite) all my friends from school and some of my neighbours

too. Mum [4] ___________________________ (buy) the invitations today and we [5] __________________________
(post) them tomorrow morning.

Later today, my friend Josie and I [6] _____________________________ (go) shopping.

I [7] _____________________________ (wear) a dress for the party, but Idon’t want to wear my 

old shoes with it, so I [8] _____________________________ (buy) some new ones.

Write soon.

From,

Daphne

b Your classmate is also having a party soon. Match the two columns to find the answers to your questions.

As you know, it is my birthday on July 15th and I’m having a party. I am inviting
all my friends from school — all twenty-five of them! Because the weather is so
hot at the moment, we are having a barbecue in the garden. I’m probably wearing
my new red dress and white sandals.

1 When is your birthday?

________________________________________

2 Are you having a party?

________________________________________

3 How many friends are you inviting?

________________________________________

4 What kind of party are you having?

________________________________________

5 What are you wearing?

________________________________________

1 Is your birthday in July? _____

2 Are you having a party? _____

3 Are you inviting a lot of children? _____

4 What costume are you wearing? _____

a Yes, I’m having a fancy-dress party.

b I’m wearing a Harry Potter costume.

c No, it’s in August.

d No, I’m only inviting ten friends.

Writing
1a Imagine this is part of a letter you are sending to your penfriend about your party. Use the information in it to

answer the questions.

15

1 I always ____________ my bedroom on Saturdays.

2 At the weekend, I usually ____________ jeans and
a T-shirt.

3 ‘Do you ____________ parties?’ ‘Yes, I love them.’

4 On my birthday, I usually ____________ all my
friends to a barbecue.

Vocabulary Check
Fill in invite, tidy, enjoy or wear.

2 Fill in the present progressive to complete Daphne’s letter to Julie.AMPLE
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Speaking – Pairwork
Student A, your partner is having a birthday party and you want to find out more about it. Ask him / her questions. Use
the prompts to help you.

Student B, look at the information on page 153 and answer your partner’s questions.

Student A

● When / be / party?
● How many people / come?

● What time / they arrive?
● What / you / wear?

1 Jill ____

2 Paula ____

3 Amanda ____

Listening
Listen to three people talking about their birthdays and match each one with a picture. There is one picture you do
not need to use.

A B C D

Pronunciation
a Listen and repeat.

/™/ happy, Dad, apple
/·:/ are, Mark, garden

b Now write the following words next to the correct sound.

/™/ _______________________
/·:/ _______________________

Dad and Mark are
in the garden.

family, park, stand, card

}

Vocabulary Expansion
1 Label the pictures and then match them with their descriptions.

2 Can you think of words / phrases to replace the ones in bold below? If not, use the letter on page 14 to help you.

1 When does school finish? ______________

2 What time does the film start? ______________

3 She is reading a book now. ______________

a b c d

1 People wear these in the summer to keep their feet cool. ____

2 I always wear these in the house because they are so warm and comfortable. ____

3 I wear these when I’m playing basketball. ____

4 You put these on when you need to look smart. ____

_____________ _____________ _____________ _____________

shoes, slippers, flipflops, trainers

SAMPLE
  

n
d repeat.d repeat.

py, Dy, Daad, d applepple
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eplace the ones in bplace the ones in 

____________________

m startstart? _______? __

ook ook nown . ___

mart.mart PAGESESEEESEESESESEEEEEEdd
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o warm and como warm and co
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Lesson 41
Listen and Read

1

WORLDWIDE PENFRIENDS

Hello, my name is Jabir and I’m from Morocco in Africa. I’m
13 years old and I live in a busy city. Not many people here
have pets, but I’ve got a black cat called Noir. Here in
Morocco, we get up very early in the morning to go to the
mosque before school. In the afternoon, I help my father at his
shop in the market. After that, Isometimes play football in the
street with my friends. Is life very different where you live?
Write to me soon!

My name is Carr and I’m from Norway. I live in a big wooden house
next to the sea. It’s very quiet here and in my free time, I read or go
for bike rides with my friends. Of course, we can only do that in the
summer because in winter it’s not only dark at night, it’s dark during
the day too! At school, we learn how to look after our town. We don’t
throw away a lot of rubbish and we use bikes not cars. My favourite
time of year is the summer, when we go sailing around the islands in
our boat. Write back and tell me what it’s like to live in your country.

Hi, I’m Kamala and I live in Thailand. My family has got a pet

monkey and it can climb trees to get coconuts! During the week,

we go to school every day. We wear a uniform, but we always

take our shoes off before we go into the classroom. We learn

Thai dances at school, but at home I like to listen to American

pop music. Please write and tell me about your country.

17

Imagine you are reading a magazine because you want to find a 
penfriend from another country. You are trying to decide which of these
three children to write to. Which one do you like the most?
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PROJECT

1 The children are taking ________ their coats
because it is warm.

2 What time do you get ________ in the morning?

3 His garden is beautiful because he looks ________
it.

4 I always throw ________ the things that I don’t
want.

Who ...

1 doesn’t wear shoes in the classroom?
___________

2 goes sailing in the summer?  ___________

3 helps his father in the market?  ___________

4 has a pet monkey?  ___________

Comprehension Check
Write Jabir, Kamala or Carr.

Find pictures in magazines or draw pictures of
your own. Put your project on the classroom wall for
everyone to look at.

Vocabulary Check
Fill in up, away, off or after.

Speaking – Classwork
1 Answer the questions about the pictures.

2 What things do children in your country like doing in
their free time?

LANGUAGE CORNER

1 I’m thirteen years old.
[NOT: I’m thirteen years.]

2 She is the same age as you.
[NOT: She has the same ...]

3 I wish you a happy birthday.
[NOT: I wish you happy ...]

a What do you think the children are doing in the
pictures?

b Do you think they are having fun? Why?

A

C

B

a what they do every day

b what they do in their free time

c what games they play / where they play

Work in groups. Find out what life is like for children
in another country in the world. Write about these
things:

LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO

SAAMPLEE
M
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Let’s Talk
1 Imagine that you and your partner are looking in a teen magazine for penfriends. Read the following adverts

and then answer the questions.

a Who do you want to write to and why?

b Imagine that you are going to put your own advert in the same teen magazine. Talk about the things you
are going to write about yourself.

c What country would you like to have a penfriend from? Why?

My nameãs Danielle

Chirac. I am thirteen

years old and I live in

France. I have got one

brother and one sister.

I like reading and playing

the guitar. My favourite

singers are Madonna

and Britney Spears.

Hi. My name is Hans

Sternagel and I am

fourteen years old. 

Iãm from Frankfurt in

Germany. My hobbies

are football and

basketball. My favourite

singer is Robbie Williams.

Hello. Iãm Cindy Redwood and
I am nearly fourteen. Iãm from
England, but I live in Vancouver,
Canada now. I have two
younger sisters. I enjoy
horseriding and I have
my own horse. Its
name is Queenie.
I donãt like pop music
very much. I usually
listen to rock music.
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3 I can describe my daily routine. very well quite well not very well

2 I can introduce myself and say where I come from. very well quite well not very well

1 I can talk about my family. very well quite well not very well

4 I can talk about somebody’s routine. very well quite well not very well

5 I can ask for and give information about a party. very well quite well not very well

Are you moving on? – Check Yourself

2 Imagine that you and your partner are showing each other your family photo albums. Use the prompts below
and take it in turns to ask and answer questions, as in the example.

➀ sister / Mandy /

10 

➁ uncle / Dave / 28 /

live America

➂ grandmother /

Meg / 68 / come

from Wales

➃ nieces / Linda, Kim /

live end of street

➆ cousins /
Philip, Mary /
same age

➄ grandfather /
Jack / 70 / come
from Scotland

➅ aunt / Sally / 32 /
live Germany

brother / Carl / 6

A: Who’s that?

B: That’s my brother.
His name’s Carl.
He’s six years old.

SAMPLE
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ON COURSE is a coursebook series written after extensive research into
the latest language learning theory, including the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages. It takes learners of English through
all levels, from beginner to proficiency.

ON COURSE is a learner-centred course which provides students with
the skills necessary to fulfil a variety of communicative goals. The 
educational objectives of ON COURSE are:

● to provide a supportive framework in which students can 
develop their receptive and productive skills.

● to encourage students to become more responsible for their own
learning.

● to widen students’ knowledge and understanding of different 
cultures, lifestyles and perspectives.

● to encourage students to work with their peers to exchange ideas,
solve problems, plan project work and so on.

The key features of ON COURSE 2 are:
✓ a motivating storyline based on realistic situations, 

reflecting students’ own experiences and interests.
✓ a wide range of reading texts from a variety of sources.
✓ listening texts that reflect real-life situations and tasks.
✓ writing sections which aim to develop students’ ability to 

express themselves in English, using a guided approach.
✓ speaking activities linked to the topic of the module, and 

recognising the importance of pair and groupwork in the 
development of students’ oral skills.

✓ straightforward presentation of grammar points followed 
by ample practice.

✓ challenging exercises designed to build up students’ 
vocabulary, as well as language awareness sections.

✓ functional and situational English sections.
✓ self-assessment sections, songs, poetry and project work.

The wide variety of real-life situations gives students a strong practical
base in communicative English. Paired with a systematic and thorough
development of grammar and vocabulary, this will ensure students move
seamlessly through all stages of the language learning process, from
beginner to proficiency. 

■ Student’s Coursebook
■ Student’s Activity Book
■ Grammar and Companion
■ Teacher’s Book
■ Test Booklet
■ Test Booklet Teacher’s
■ Test Booklet Grammar &

Companion

■ Test Booklet Grammar &
Companion Teacher’s

■ IWB Software CD-ROM
■ Interactive e-book CD-ROM
■ Audio CDs

COMPONENTS

The ON COURSE series covers all types of texts, grammatical and
vocabulary items, listening, writing and oral tasks encountered in the
examinations.

ISBN 13: 978-960-409-394-6 
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